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Meeting this week, our Wednesday Small Group recalled that we
had been thinking about the power of a single word. Of several, we
took one word further: HOPE. We asked: what does this word
‘hope’ hold for us? Why does it mean so much to us?

HOPE - one word - chosen by Pope Frances for the title of his
autobiography (2025).

“This book of my life is the story of a journey of hope, a journey that
| can’t imagine separated from that of my family, of my people, of all
God’s people...People often say ‘wait and hope’ — but hope is
above all the virtue of movement and the engine of change: it’'s the
tension that brings together memory and utopia to truly build the
dreams that await us.”

He continues: “For we Christians, the future has a name and this
name is hope. To have hope doesn’t mean being naive optimists,
who ignore the tragedy of human evil. Hope is the virtue of a heart
that doesn’t close itself in the dark, doesn’t stop at the past, doesn’t
scrape along in the present, but can clearly see tomorrow.”

So — we stopped and reflected: we have been moving through this
time of Lent and Easter: of death, of resurrection, of new life: of
hope — realized! What, then, are we now hoping for? Are we able
to hold onto hope in the midst of painful, tragic situations? Is hope
different from optimism?

The titles of two other books arrested us: ‘Hope Restored’, author
Walter Brueggemann, and finding hope again, Journeying Through
Sorrow & Beyond, author Peter Millar. From experience, both
recognise that hope can be lost: both affirm that hope can, will be
found again.

We turned to the scriptures, where we found ‘hope’ in all its reality,
and its fullness. lIsaiah speaks confidently: “But those who hope in
the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles: they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not
faint.”(Isaiah 40:31) Centuries later, Paul holds that same
confidence: “Now | know only in part: then | will know fully, even as |
have been fully known. And now faith, hope and love abide, these
three: and the greatest of these is love.” (1 Cor.13:12-13) Here, we
see ‘hope’ supported by, inherently at one with ,faith and love.

At no point is there any suggestion that hope comes easily. Joan
Chittister is very aware of this in her book: Scarred by Struggle,
Transformed by Hope. “Hope lies in the memory of God’s previous
goodness to us in a world that is both bountiful and harsh... God
has given us in this unfinished world a glimpse of eternity and walks
with us through here to there, giving us possibility, giving us hope.”

Margot (NB: all books noted here are available at the Resource
Centre)

Links

Service live (or replay) streaming

ﬁ @rosevilleuniting

9.30am

10.45am
5.30pm

Sunday April 12th

Worship Service with Chris Goringe
Organist: Alan Caradus

(n person andl online...

Second Cuppa

Worship service with Chris Goringe
and Dan Reeve
n person and online ...

Bible Readings from the Lectionary:

Acts 2: 14a, 22-32
Psalm 16

1 Peter 1: 3-9
John 20 : 19-31

What’s on this week...

Tue

Fri

9.30am

5.30pm

Zoom (for meetings)

Church Council 7.00pm

Arts for Tea 10.00am

A Taste of Meditation lunch 1.00pm
Christian Meditation 2.30pm

Sunday April 19th

Worship Service with Chris Goringe
e person and online...

Worship Service

Bible Readings from the Lectionary:

Acts 2: 14a, 36-41
Psalm 116: 1-4, 12-19
1 Peter 1: 17-23

Luke 24: 13-35

Church website Chris’ sermons



https://roseville.unitingchurch.org.au/livestream
https://roseville.unitingchurch.org.au/livestream/
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/2821741842?pwd=V2VWUTlkWm5nSGl1SzhRUHo0eGJQUT09#success
https://roseville.unitingchurch.org.au/
https://chrisgoringe.net/category/sermons/
https://roseville.unitingchurch.org.au/livestream

Join us in Prayer ...
Memorial Service God of life and hope,

to praise God for the life of Julia Weston o )
in this season of resurrection, we come to you as we are,

’l | VL
o ‘ with hearts that hold both gratitude and fear.

4

’(\ We thank you for the gift of new life revealed in Jesus,
;‘ g xl for the promise that love is stronger than death,
10:30am Thursday 23'“ April and for the signs of renewal we see around us each day.

Roseville Uniting Church For family and friends, for community, for pets and trees,
I

and for moments of joy and kindness,
we give you thanks.

‘Dates for your diary....

17 April: Arts for Tea 10.00am

Yet we also bring our fears.
We are troubled by war and violence in our world,

A Taste of Meditation lunch 1.00pm by the fragility of the climate and the future of the earth,
27 April: eSoc Botanic Gardens 10.00am and by lies, propaganda, and misuse of technology.
We worry for people seeking to build lives of hope and

8 May: My Aged Care Forum 10.30am—1.30pm security.

10 May: Congregational Meeting 10.45am

19 May: Pentecost Ecumenical Service, Lindfield UC,7.30pm | God of compassion,
27 June: Solace Ecumenical Service 11.00am hear the fears we name aloud and those we carry silently.

Where there is anxiety, bring your peace.

11 July: Working Bee 8.00—11.00am ) ) ) )
Where there is uncertainty, bring wisdom and courage.

18 July: Lindara Market 8.00am—1.00pm Where there is suffering, bring protection, justice, and

14 November: Working Bee 8.00-11.00am healing.

21 November: Lindara Market 8.00am—1.00pm ) )
Risen Christ,

1 December: Advent Ecumenical Service Killara CC, 7.30pm walk with us in our daily lives.

Help us to live as people of hope,

working with energy and purpose,

Turramurra Uniti ng Church and trusting in your power to reconcile, restore, and make all
things new.
Feast for Freedom Fundraiser for Strengthen us to be bearers of your peace and love in the
Asylum Seekers Resource Centre world.

Save the date

Sunday 3rd May Amen.
6-8pm

More information on the notice board Sonia
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