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| recently read an article in Sojourners magazine titled Here Al Am
to Worship? [i]

Note that clever pun? I’'m not sure if anyone remembers a song
from the early 2000s, ‘Here | am to Worship’. | was part of a church
which had a lot of contemporary worship music, much of it out of
Hillsong. As with most Christian music, there was some good
theology and some less good theology, and a sort of sub-category
which | later learned was termed ‘Jesus is my boyfriend’ songs. |
never liked those, it felt a bit weird singing them.

But I still like a lot of the songs we used to sing back then, partly |
think because of their association with various things that were
happening in my life at the time. For example, my kids used to love
singing ‘Shine Jesus Shine’ so that will always hold happy
memories for me, and | still enjoy singing it myself. It is #675 in the
Together in Song books in our pews, so it has not totally died out!

That church was not a major old-style hymn singing church, so
when | started coming to Roseville, | was pleased to be
reacquainted with the hymns | knew from earlier times. Although
because my theology has shifted over the decades, some of them
are a bit more complicated to sing than they used to be. | feel
connected to Christians over the centuries when | sing them.

Regardless of the genre, one could be fairly certain that there were
Christian songwriters and musicians who were thinking about their
faith and creating music to share, which often brought us closer to
God as we sang. It is rather depressing to read Tate Young’s article
and discover that Al is infiltrating Christian music in a significant
way. Perhaps not so much in Australia, where the Contemporary
Christian music industry is not huge as it is in the US. An Al-
generated artist on Spotify has 499,000 listeners and topped the
iTunes Christian music charts late last year. This “musician” was
entirely created by artificial intelligence - voice, persona,
performance, social media, and even lyrics. There are loads of
websites, that promise you can ‘Create beautiful Christian songs
with Al. Generate original worship songs, hymns, and gospel
music in seconds.’

Does this mean that the music loses its authenticity and integrity?
For me it does. Al does not have a faith, it does not have the Holy
Spirit, it does not have a relationship with God which it is
communicating and praising. Sometimes | felt like worship was
emotionally manipulating people, trying to get them ‘in the zone’.
Generally, this was done with good motives though, to open people
up to the movement of the Spirit. But at least it wasn’t being done
by a computer with no heart or soul or connection to God.

Why do we listen to Christian music? Why do we sing it? How do
we sing it? What do we value about it? Does this even matter?

It is something that we do every week, together in church, and
possibly at other times as well. Where do we see the role of the
Holy Spirit in creativity, how do we express our feelings for and
understanding of God and Jesus through our music?

Cont'd over.......

Links

Service live (or replay) streaming

ﬁ @rosevilleuniting

9.30am

5.30pm

Sunday April 19th

Worship Service with Chris Goringe
Organist: Sean Weatherley

(n person andl online...

Worship service with Chris Goringe
and Sonia Powell

Bible Readings from the Lectionary:

Acts 2: 14a, 36-41
Psalm 116: 1-4, 12-19
1 Peter 1: 17-23

Luke 24: 13-35

What’s on this week...

Wed
Thur

Fri

9.30am

10.45am

5.30pm

Zoom (for meetings)

Social Games 1.00-3.00pm

Memorial Service for Julia Weston
10.30am

Christian Meditation 2.30pm
PYES 6.39.30pm

Sunday April 26th

Worship Service with Chris Goringe
Organist: Jillian Cranney
n person and online...

Service of Healing & Wholeness

Worship Service with Chris and
Sureka Goringe

Bible Readings from the Lectionary:

Acts 2: 42-47
Psalm 23

1 Peter: 2: 19-25
John 10: 1-10

Church website Chris’ sermons



https://roseville.unitingchurch.org.au/livestream
https://roseville.unitingchurch.org.au/livestream/
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/2821741842?pwd=V2VWUTlkWm5nSGl1SzhRUHo0eGJQUT09#success
https://roseville.unitingchurch.org.au/
https://chrisgoringe.net/category/sermons/
https://roseville.unitingchurch.org.au/livestream

At my brother-in-law’s funeral, many years ago, we sang a
song that was new to me, but which | am sure many of you
know. It is called ‘It is well with my soul’, and it is about 150
years old. After the funeral, | went home and looked up
information about it and discovered the amazing
background story to the song. The hymnist’s life seems
that of a modern day Job, yet out of so much tragedy, he
wrote that hymn.

Now perhaps one day, Al could generate that song. And
the words would be the words. But it would lose its soul,
the thing that makes it so meaningful, to the millions of
people who have sung across the years,

When peace like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to know
It is well, it is well, with my soul.

[i] https://sojo.net/articles/news/here-ai-am-worship

Amanda

FILIM CLUDB

At United Theological College

All are welcome
April — June
The 3 Saturday of the month at 7pm

Join us as we watch a film and then informally chat about it.
OR: no like chat? No need to chat — feel free to watch the film
and then run away. Bring your own snacks and drinks (BYOB).

l See films below l

Join us in Prayer ...

- for the new school term, and for all the students returning
to school after the holidays, that they would go back with a
renewed energy and focus

- for the visitors from Ravenswood who have been coming to
our 5.30 gathering as part of their school assignment, that
they have come away with fresh ideas about what church
can be, and that they know they are always welcome in our
community

- for the puzzle table at RUC, that it might continue to foster
relationships and community within and between the
different groups that use our church space

- for all who are unwell or suffering, that they are provided
with support and comfort

Sophie

eS0C Monday 27th April

10.00am

Enjoy a walk through the Botanic
Gardens followed by lunch at the State
Library.

Advance R::S EVILLE

Notice Asylum Seeker and Refugee
Support Group

TRIVIA NIGHT

Saturday September 19
Details to follow.

Empowering individuals to make informed decisions about their
ageing journey.

Uniting

UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA
ROSEVILLE CONGREGATION

7a Lord Street, Roseville NSW 2069

Friday, 8" May 2026
10:30am - 1:15pm
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Office Address
7a Lord Street
PO Box 44, Roseville 2069

Church Office
Cath Pinchin 9416 5185

Ministry Team

0402 012 418
Rev. Aeryun Lee
0403 491 610

Rev. Dr. Chris Goringe

Roseville Ministry Contacts

Church Council Chair

Dan Reeve 0401 997 656
reevie@tpg.com.au

Church Council Secretary
secretary@roseville.unitingchurch.org.au

office@roseville.unitingchurch.org.au
Office Hours Typically Tue, Wed and Fri

Website roseville.unitingchurch.org.au

Congregational Chairperson

Sue Drury

Direct Giving
treasurer@roseville.unitingchurch.org.au
Asylum Seeker & Refugee Support
office@roseville.unitingchurch.org.au

Treasurer

Simran Dryden
treasurer@roseville.unitingchurch.org.au
Safe Church Officer

Di Knowles 9498 4736
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