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Gratitude: meeting recently, our Wednesday Small Group thought
further about - gratitude. Of course, we are ‘grateful’ — every day we
turn to someone and say ‘thank you’. But still we paused to think...

Uncommon Gratitude is a compelling book. The authors, Joan
Chittister and Rowan Williams, are not just urging us to say ‘thank
you’ more often — important as this is. Their message, far deeper and
fuller, is heard in the sub-title: Alleluia for All That Is.

So, are we able to discern something of this deeper, fuller message?
In the scriptures we found that gratitude abounds.

- In Paul’s letters: “We always thank God for all of you and continually
mention you in our prayers.... Rejoice always, pray continually, give
thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ
Jesus.” (1 Thessalonians: 1:2, 5:16)

- “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one
body you were called to peace. And be thankful.” (Colossians 3:15)

And then, there is the response of Jesus as one leper who had been
healed, returned to give thanks. “Were not all ten cleansed? Where
are the other nine? Has no one returned to give praise to God except
this foreigner? ...” (Luke 17: 17-19)

Gratitude is central as we worship. In our service of Holy Communion.
'Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is meet and right so to do...."

So, we reflected: In what ways - and in what measure - do our
expressions of gratitude align with these words in our scriptures
and our worship?

We listened to other voices:

“...people with dispositional gratitude take nothing for granted...
they are always aware of their continual dependence on
others.” (The Way of Gratitude. Readings for a Joyful Life. ed.
Michael Leach)

“This gratefulness is not the same as thanksgiving, but it lies
deeper... It is the joy of gratefulness in touch with the fullness
of life.... Life itself is an exercise in learning to sing alleluia
here in order to recognize the face of God hidden in the
recesses of time...” (Uncommon Gratitude: Alleluia for All That
Is. Joan Chittister, Rowan Williams.)

And through all this we sing our gratitude: Now thank we all our
God, with hearts and hands and voices" - and we turn to the best
of our literature: I can no other answer make but thanks,
thanks and ever thanks. (Shakespeare, Twelfth Night.)

"Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift"
(2 Corinthians 9:15 Margot

All books here are available at the Resource Centre

Links

Service live (or replay) streaming

ﬁ @rosevilleuniting

Sunday May 24th

PENTECOST
9.30am Worship Service with Chris Goringe
Organist: Isabel Fan
n person ang online...

10.45am Service of Healing & Wholeness

5.30pm Worship service with Chris Goringe

and Sonia Powell

Bible Readings from the Lectionary:

Acts 2: 1-21

Psalm 104 : 24-34, 35b
1 Corinthians 12: 3b —13
John 20: 19-23

What’s on this week...

Tue Kids Playtime 10.00-11.30am
Ecumenical Service Roseville UC
7.30pm

Wed Social Bridge 1.00-3.00pm

Thur eSoc Roseville Cinema

Fri PYES 6.39.30pm

Sat Michaela’s Ordination 2.00pm

Sunday May 31st
9.30am Worship Service with Chris Goringe
Organist: Isabel Fan
n person and online...
5.30pm Worship Service

Bible Readings from the Lectionary:

Genesis 1: 1 2:4a
Psalm 8
2 Corinthians 13: 11-13

Zoom (for meetings)

Matthew 28: 16-20

Church website Chris’ sermons



https://roseville.unitingchurch.org.au/livestream
https://roseville.unitingchurch.org.au/livestream/
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/2821741842?pwd=V2VWUTlkWm5nSGl1SzhRUHo0eGJQUT09#success
https://roseville.unitingchurch.org.au/
https://chrisgoringe.net/category/sermons/
https://roseville.unitingchurch.org.au/livestream

Ecumenical Service
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Tuesday 26th May
7.30pm at Roseville UC.

Michaela’s Ordination

Saturday 30th May
2.00pm at Roseville UC

We will be providing refreshments at both these

events so please bring a plate.

@SOC Thursday 28th May

H for Hawke , daytime screening at Roseville Cinema,
time to be announced asap. Refreshments at the church
after. Contact Pauline : paulineacallan@gmail.com
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Join us in Prayer ...

e Pray with thanks for the rich heritage we have of
faithful people at RUC, serving God in big and small
ways, making a positive difference for our community and
for those around us.

e Pray for those in our congregation who are carrying
heavy burdens — grief, uncertainty, illness, loneliness,
financial pressure, or exhaustion. May they know the
nearness of God, the support of the community around
them, and the quiet strength to take each next step in
hope.

e Pray for endurance and courage in a world that often
feels unsettled and divided. May we not give way to fear
or despair, but continue to live with compassion,
generosity, and trust that God is still at work in and
through ordinary people.

e Pray that our church community would be a place of
encouragement and welcome — where people are
listened to, cared for, and reminded that they are not
alone. May we reflect Christ’s love in practical acts of
kindness and patience

e Pray for hope: that even amid rapid change and
uncertainty, we may remain open to the renewing work of
God'’s Spirit. May we find wisdom for the present,
confidence for the future, and the grace to hold onto what
is good, life-giving, and true.

Stuart

Save the date...

» Women’s Retreat

@ Saturday 8th August
10.00am—3.00pm
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Roseville Ministry Contacts

Office Address Ministry Team
7a Lord Street Rev. Dr. Chris Goringe
PO Box 44, Roseville 2069 0402 012 418

Church Office
Cath Pinchin 9416 5185
office@roseville.unitingchurch.org.au

Office Hours Typically Tue, Wed and Fri

Website roseville.unitingchurch.org.au

Rev. Aeryun Lee

0403 491 610

Congregational Chairperson

Sue Drury

Direct Giving
treasurer@roseville.unitingchurch.org.au
Asylum Seeker & Refugee Support
office@roseville.unitingchurch.org.au

Church Council Chair

Dan Reeve 0401 997 656
reevie@tpg.com.au

Church Council Secretary
secretary@roseville.unitingchurch.org.au
Treasurer

Simran Dryden
treasurer@roseville.unitingchurch.org.au
Safe Church Officer

Di Knowles 9498 4736




