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French Reflections

During our recent holidays, Jan & | took the opportunity to do two river cruises
in France. The first was a cruise down the Seine from Paris to Rouen and
return, and the second was cruising down the Rhone from Lyon to Avignon. We
both enjoyed these cruises and especially appreciated visiting the different
towns and cities that have been established for centuries on the banks of these
major rivers.

In the towns and cities, we had the opportunity to visit many historical
churches, cathedrals and basilicas. What struck me about many of these fine
churches, was not just the ornate carvings in the external stonework, but the
ornate stained-glass windows and internal decorations, all built to the glory of
God. Today, all the large cathedrals and basilicas are owned by the French
Government, which allows the Roman Catholic Church to continue to use these
buildings for regular services. The government also helps with their
maintenance, restoration and upkeep.

The oldest churches date back to Roman times. Others date to the post
Crusade Period, where the riches plundered from the ‘Holy Land’ were used to
build large and ornate churches. Some of these church buildings were
significantly damaged during the French Revolution, and some of the
extravagant wealth was plundered by the people and the new republic. But
today most of these fine structures have been restored and still have amazing
stained-glass windows, and mosaic artworks.

It was interesting to see many tourists from all around the world, queueing to
visit these churches. Many were interested in their history, for some it was for
their gothic beauty, for others it was to see amazing structures built to the glory
of God. A few stopped and prayed, or lit a candle, while others just saw these
as another historical building.

In the secular, multi-cultural nation which is France today, through its history,
through cultural influences, and through its long-term place in society, these
churches still have their place. Even though the church no longer has the
power it once had, it is still a valued part of the cities. Interestingly, there is a
quiet revival within the Catholic Church in France at the moment, especially
within the younger generations who are seeking to understand the spiritual side
of life. The Church as an institution still has its place in French society today,
it's just a totally different place than it had in ages past.

To Jan & me, it gave us the opportunity to visit beautiful, old churches, where
people had been worshipping God for centuries, and to see first hand how
through the art of stained glass or through amazing mosaics , the Good News
had been illustrated so that the common people could learn and understand
something of the grace and love of God. What inspired me the most was
visiting sites where generations of people with faith, have worshiped the one
true God, just as we do today.

Dan Reeve

Links

Service live (or replay) streaming

Sunday July 26th

9.30am Worship Service with Amanda Jones

Organist: Sean Weatherley
n person and online...

10.45am Healing & Wholeness Service

5.30pm

Worship Service : OODIES AND OODLES

Bible Readings from the Lectionary:

Genesis 29: 15-28

Psalm 105: 1-11, 45b
Romans 8: 26-39
Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52

What’s on this week...

Tue
Wed
Fri

9.30am

5.30pm

Zoom (for meetings)

Kids Playtime 10.00-11.30am
Social Bridge
Christian Meditation 2.30pm

Sunday August 2nd

Worship Service with Holy Communion
with Rev. Aeryun Lee

Organist: Isabel Fan

n person and onlineg...

Worship Service with Amanda Jones
and Jan Reeve

Bible Readings from the Lectionary:

Genesis 32: 22-31
Psalm 17: 1-7, 15
Romans 9: 1-5

Matthew 14: 13-21

Church website Chris’ sermons



https://roseville.unitingchurch.org.au/livestream
https://roseville.unitingchurch.org.au/livestream/
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/2821741842?pwd=V2VWUTlkWm5nSGl1SzhRUHo0eGJQUT09#success
https://roseville.unitingchurch.org.au/
https://chrisgoringe.net/category/sermons/
https://roseville.unitingchurch.org.au/livestream

From the Chuurch Council

This week we were pleased to receive official notification
that Roseville has been successful in our application for an
Innovation Grant from the NSW Synod Growth Innovation
Investment Fund. This means that Church Council can work
with Chris Goringe to formalise the acceptance of the grant,
prepare the necessary job description, and start to seek
suitable candidates for consideration. We will aim to get this
completed by the end of the year with the view of starting
the role in the new year. Chris, Simran and | will work
through the details of the budget and in conjunction with
Church Council will provide further details at a later date. A
full report will be presented to the Congregation Meeting in
November.

Please also be advised that new security cameras have
been installed and are now operational.

Dan Reeve - Church Council Chair.

Sophie van Ede is organising a fundraising day for
the Cancer Council, in a support of a student at her
school. There will be opportunities to sponsor
Sophie, with more details to follow. One of the
activities planned is a “beanie day “ at the school. If
you would like to make a beanie, all contributions
welcome, and they can be left at the office.

Join us in Prayer ...

Dear Lord

Be with us as we struggle to find hope. Our hearts are
heavy and we need your strength and guidance to face the
challenges before us.

Grant us the hope that comes from knowing you are always
with us and that your love never fails. In the midst of
uncertainty fill us with your peace and give us the courage
to trust your promise.

We remember the peoples of Ukraine, Sudan, the Middle
East, Myanmar, Nigeria and particularly the people of Gaza
as they all struggle to make a life out of ongoing conflict
and victimisation. Help us be mindful of any help we can
offer.

Help us encourage unity in our own country and to abhor
racial hate and discrimination. May we remember that all
are created in the likeness of God.

Amen

(Lynn)

LINDARA MARKET

Thanks to all who contributed to Lindara Market last
Saturday, and helped to raise $9,872.95
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Roseville Ministry Contacts

Office Address
7a Lord Street
PO Box 44, Roseville 2069

Church Office
Cath Pinchin 9416 5185
office@roseville.unitingchurch.org.au

Office Hours Typically Tue, Wed and Fri

Website roseville.unitingchurch.org.au

Ministry Team

Rev. Dr. Chris Goringe

0402 012 418

Rev. Aeryun Lee

0403 491 610

Congregational Chairperson

Sue Drury

Direct Giving
treasurer@roseville.unitingchurch.org.au
Asylum Seeker & Refugee Support
office@roseville.unitingchurch.org.au

Church Council Chair

Dan Reeve 0401 997 656
reevie@tpg.com.au

Church Council Secretary
secretary@roseville.unitingchurch.org.au
Treasurer

Simran Dryden
treasurer@roseville.unitingchurch.org.au
Safe Church Officer

Di Knowles 9498 4736




